
While the start of a new year traditionally 
raises thoughts and excitement about what 
lies ahead, it also is an opportunity to look back 
and reflect upon the year that passed.  It has 
been an honor serving as President this past 
year and I want to personally thank my fellow 
board members, our PTC staff and the many 
volunteers who helped to make 2018 another 
wonderful year here at the PTC. 
 
First, I want to acknowledge and thank the 
three Board Members who are retiring:  Kim 
Cresci – Kim served as Social Chair, President 
and Secretary/Historian over the past three 
years.  Kim’s commitment to and passion for 
the PTC have been amazing, and her leadership 
has been an inspiration to me and the other 
Board Members.  Sheila Druskin – Sheila 
worked tirelessly over the past two years on the 
Board leading the Social and Membership com-
mittees, ushering in several new events (now 
standards for the club calendar) as well as 
thoughtfully driving the evolution of our mem-
bership process.  All of this while also volun-
teering her time on the Tennis Pro search effort 
and other major club projects.  Simply amazing!  
Thank you Sheila. Keith Pratt – Keith was the 
club Secretary in his first year and then took on 
the role of Treasurer in his second year where 

he teamed up with former Board Member Jeff 
Eliason to lead a highly successful six month 
effort to restructure and refinance the club’s 
capital position.  The club’s financial status and 
future are strong and huge thank you goes to 
Keith and his team.    
 
To the Board Members who will be continuing 
in 2019:  David Bressie - as House and 
Grounds Chair, David worked diligently to make 
sure members were able to enjoy all the PTC 
facilities.  He also led the effort to upgrade the 
club’s security systems and wireless infrastruc-
ture – very important improvements to the club 
overall – and has prepared a thorough plan and 
budget for the major maintenance needs of the 
club over the next few years.  I look forward to 
continuing to work with David next year as he 
takes on the duties of Board President.  Bryan 
Welsh – Bryan did an absolutely phenomenal job 
leading the Tennis committee and delivering 
truly memorable social and competitive tennis 
events this past year.  A special thanks goes to 
Bryan and his committee for launching the 
inaugural Betty Cookson Women’s Doubles 
Tournament – a truly amazing event that all will 
look forward to each year.  I look forward to 
continuing to work with Bryan as he brings his 
organization and planning talents to the role of 
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Treasurer in 2019.  Angie Kwan – Angie and 
her committee orchestrated a fantastic slate of 
social events this past year.  From the “Survivor 
Theme” at the Spring Fling to the amazing 
Holiday Party in December, her relentless ener-
gy for fun and creativity showed throughout the 
year.  Angie will be taking on the role of 
Secretary/Historian for the Board going forward 
and I’m sure will bring the same energy and 
passion to her new role.  Thank you, Angie! 
 
I’m sure that all of you would agree that the 
PTC is a unique and special place – frequently 
referred to as a their “home away from home” 
by our members and their families.  Our amaz-
ing PTC staff is a key factor in creating and 
sustaining the incredible atmosphere and venue 
we have here at the club.  First, to Lona Means, 
our truly wonderful Club Manager.  Serving on 
the Board these past two years, I have had the 
opportunity to work closely with Lona.  Her 
level of dedication and attention to detail have 
been amazing and, frankly, a major reason why 
the club runs so smoothly.  Lona, I’m personally 
grateful for your thoughtful input on member 
perspectives and club history – both of which 
have helped to inform and guide our Board dis-
cussions.  To our new Assistant Club Manager, 
Steve Dworetzky, who quickly assimilated into 
the fabric of the club operations, to Loel 
Pontilo who diligently keeps everything in 
working order on and off the courts, and to 
Tony Alfonso and his nephew Eric who man-
age the café and who have brought some added 
flare to the menu choices.  Finally, to our won-
derful new Club Tennis Pro, Pablo Alvarado, 
and his Assistant Tennis Pro,  Stephanie Luk,  
who have completely revamped and revitalized 
our adult and junior tennis development pro-
grams here at the club.  On behalf of the Board 
and the membership overall, a huge thank you 
to our entire staff!    
 
Last, but certainly not least, to the countless 
number of club members who graciously volun-
teered their time throughout this past year.  
Your collective efforts are truly appreciated as 
they represent the “key ingredient” that made 
the tennis events, social events, and special 
projects so successful this past year.  A special 
recognition goes to Jeff Tateosian for his work 

in producing the monthly Drop Shot and to 
Dennis Mayer for the updates and maintenance 
of the club’s website.   
 
Again, it’s been a privilege to serve on the 
Board and I wish everyone a healthy and happy 
2019! 
 
 

I would like 
to take this opportunity to 
thank this year’s Board members 
(Peter Stevenson, Sheila 
Druskin, Bryan Welsh, Angie 
Kwan-Crawford, David Bressie, 
Keith Pratt & Kim Cresci), as 

well as Lona Means, for writing informative 
articles for this past year’s Drop Shots.  We all 
appreciate their time and effort.  A big thank 
you also goes to Nancy Batchelor, Kate 
Belding and Lona for proofreading the newslet-
ters each month.  Finally, thank you to our 
webmaster, Dennis Mayer, for his work in for-
matting and printing the newsletters that are 
mailed to members every quarter.  Both Nancy 
and Dennis have volunteered their time helping 
to produce the Drop Shot over the past twelve 
years. 
 

The generosity of the PTC mem-
bers is truly amazing!  Loel, 
Tony, Steve, Eric and I would like 
to thank the wonderful PTC mem-
bership for the very generous con-
tributions to the holiday fund.  
Your kindness and generosity are 

very much appreciated.  We all wish you and 
your families a very happy and healthy 2019. 
 
The PTC Board of Directors would like to 
form a "green committee" to determine what 
changes the club might make to become a bet-
ter friend to the environment.  Example: 
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March, Jackie Sage, and new member, Sharon 
Safrin.  These fine helpers decorated the tree, 
worked on table centerpieces, and baked holi-
day sweet treats.  I sincerely appreciate all their 
time, effort and help.  Thank you so much.  We 
had junior members helping with this event as 
well - Lily Crawford did some crafty work, 
while Audrey Ravid, Maddie Wachhorst, and 
their friend Annika helped serve food and 
cleared tables.  James Fregosi and his men 
helped keep the spirits flowing behind the bar.  
After a warm and delicious meal from Esposto's, 
Brian Wachhorst and his band, with a special 
appearance by Evan Krasts, kicked off the 
evening with some fun song favorites that got 
club members off their seats and dancing.  
Special thanks goes to Lona Means, Tony, Loel, 
and his wife, who helped behind the scenes to 
make everything go so smoothly.   
 
As I exit as Social Chair, I am happy to 
announce and support Jackie Sage as your next 
new Social Committee Chair.  I know she will do 
a fabulous job.  I hope you will volunteer for 
one of the many events.  It's a great way to 
meet fellow members and have fun at the same 
time.  I've learned a lot and appreciate all those 
who have attended the club events, and espe-
cially those who have helped out on my com-
mittee.  My intent was always to bring fun, 
laughter, and togetherness for all PTC mem-
bers.   
 
The next PTC event is our 14th Annual Super 
Bowl event on Sunday, February 3rd.  Our own 
Editor in Chief, Jeff Tateosian, will be leading 
the fun.  Come on out and bring your best Chili 
for our own PTC Chili Cook off.  Last year's 
winner was Mary Eliason.  It will be a fun time 
even if you don't typically watch football.  It has 
been my pleasure to serve you this year on the 
Social Committee.  I wish you all have a very 
happy and healthy 2019!  

New PTC Members

Beth & Gary Francesconi Family

Mila Mulready  
Holding Arden Hills  

Championship

Jim Sobel    
2018 Club Poker Champ

Juniors Maddie & Molly Wachhorst  
#1 & #3 Singles at BHS
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encouraging the use of refillable water bottles 
as an alternative to the red cups.   If you are 
interested in participating in the committee, 
please let us know.  
 
The upcoming Adult 40 & Older USTA season 
is scheduled to run from January 7th through 
March 31st.  Please contact the captain or me if 
you are interested in joining a team next sea-
son. 
 
Please contact me at 650-766-8606 or penin-
sulatennisclub@gmail.com if you have any 
questions or concerns. 

 
 
Club Anniversaries for Jan-Mar (5+ years) 
Congratulations to the following members: 
 
Ellie & Jeff Byrd 15 Years 
Ruth & Jim Shannon 15 Years 
Todd & Michelle Friedman 10 Years 
Tim & Christina Luceno 5 Years 
Sheila & Steve Druskin 5 Years 
Andrea & Robert Irvin 5 Years 
Zara & Lani Fritts 5 Years 
Linda & Haitham Ballout 5 Years 
Denee & Peter Berliner 5 Years 
 
Congrats to Mila Mulready finishing 2018 with 
an amazing run - winning the Arden Hills 
Championship, placing 3rd in the Fremont 
Excellence, and reaching the final of NorCal 
Sectionals at UC Santa Cruz not dropping a set 
in 5 matches before losing a close final!  

 
PTC hosted 15 Tennis Events 
during 2018. We had great par-
ticipation and response to all of 
your favorites - Spring Fling, 
Pizza & Pros, van Dillen Doubles 
Championships, Woods n' 
Whites, Calcutta and the Men’s 

Singles Tournament.  We had fun at the regu-
larly-scheduled summer events, Twilight Tennis 
and TGIF’s.  We also put on two new Women’s 
Doubles tournaments – one on Mother’s Day 
weekend, and of course, the Betty Cookson 
Doubles Championship in October.     
 
So, as we close out the year, I want to once 
again thank the many members and staff who 
make Tennis Events possible.  For 2018, a big 
THANK YOU to: Ken March, Nancy Batchelor, 
Gene Trainor, Steve Brooks, Mark Pearcy, 
Amy Grenier, Scott With, Betty Cookson, 
Louise Tierney, Linda Podolsky, Mickey 
Podolsky, Jim Michalko, Beth Cody, Dennis 
Huajardo, Steve Wong, Jane Pearcy, Lisa 
Rogers, Maggie Blumberg, Matt Dowling, 
Marty Funk, Duncan Grenier, Jeff Schubiner, 
and Mark Showen.  I want to recognize my fel-
low Board Members for providing significant 
support to Tennis Events: Peter Stevenson, 
Sheila Higgins Druskin, Angela Crawford, and 
Kim Cresci.  Group efforts were huge, and I'd 
like to thank the USTA teams who stepped in to 
organize the Twilight Tennis events.  
Additionally, thanks goes to Pablo and 
Stephanie for Pizza & Pros and other events.  
Last but not least, thank you to Lona and her 
team consisting of Steve, Loel, and Tony who 
were a huge help.  As you can see, it takes a 
village. 
 
And let’s not forget the Players.  The purpose 
of the Tennis Events is to provide a slate of dif-
ferent opportunities for camaraderie, competi-
tion, fun, gathering, and of course tennis.  
While the players are directly involved, these 
events also provide a chance to come down to 
PTC to watch some great tennis.  The galleries 
at the major events were very popular this year.  
These are times to meet new members or see 
some other members who you may not bump 
into all that often.  We want to keep it ‘fresh,’ 
so please send us any and all thoughts, ideas, 
recommendations and feedback. 
    
The Board is very much looking forward to 
an even better 2019.  Erica Reilly will be your 
Tennis Events leader this coming year.  Please 
support her as well as you did our committee 
this past year.  We look forward to seeing the  
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new tennis committee form.   
 
Happy New Year everyone!  In 
2018 we completed a few smaller 
projects.  We added security 
cameras which cover our 
entrances, improved the WiFi, 

replaced the TV in the gym, and replaced the 
windscreens on courts on all our courts.  2019 
will be the year of the larger project!  With Brian 
Desler in charge of House and Grounds for the 
new year, I am hopeful that the membership 
will approve the resurfacing of all courts in 
August.  We have a great club and we should 
have great courts as well.  I have spoken with 
many members about our courts and would like 
to propose a Plexicushion Prestige surface.  
This is the same surface as the Australian Open. 
It will add a slight cushion to our courts which 
should be a bit easier on our bodies!   I will be 
presenting this proposal at the January meeting 
but if you have any questions or concerns, 
please feel free to get in touch with me. 

Happy New Year!  As we begin 
a new year, it’s always good to 
reflect on the prior and plan 
for the upcoming.  From a 
membership point of view, we 
welcomed some great families 
to PTC in 2018, and look for-

ward to what 2019 has in store, with 23 appli-
cants currently on the wait list.  Please keep in 
mind that sponsors are responsible for and 
should be actively involved in their applicant’s 
path to membership and continue to gauge 
his/her interest level while on the wait list.  
Bring your applicant to play tennis, meet other 
members, and socialize at the club.  You may 
bring applicants and their families twice per 
month, and we strongly encourage you to do 
so.  We also suggest that you note “Applicant” 
next to their name on the guest sign-in sheet, 

so we can more easily see how often they’ve 
been enjoying the club.  If any changes need to 
be made (applicant moving away or no longer 
interested, change of sponsor needed, etc), 
please let Lona know ASAP so our information 
is current and accurate.   
  
Recent Resignation:  
Maggie Blumberg 
  
It has been my pleasure to serve on the PTC 
Board for two years.  My first year as Social 
chair and my second chairing Membership have 
gifted me with a greater understanding of and 
deep appreciation for our sweet little club and 
the work that goes into maintaining such a spe-
cial place for our wonderful members.  Loel and 
Tony couldn’t be kinder or more helpful, and 
there are no words to express my gratitude to 
Lona, who makes it all look easy, especially 
when it’s not.  Her grace and poise are bound-
less, both in her role as club manager and as 
she helped me navigate my responsibilities, and 
I am beyond grateful for her thoughtfulness and 
friendship.  
  
I am also very grateful to my fellow Board 
Members and to the Membership Committee, 
for their time, dedication and support.  Their 
thorough and insightful contributions resulted 
in wonderful additions to the PTC family.  As 
I’ve said previously, the continuing influx of 
applications are a strong testament to our 
club’s great reputation.  We are all very lucky to 
belong to a remarkable place like PTC.   Best 
wishes for a healthy, tennis-filled 2019!  

 
Happy New Year!  I can't 
believe it's been a month since 
our annual holiday party.  It was 
a great success with over 150 
members in attendance to enjoy 
the festivities.  We had a won-
derful committee of dedicated 

ladies to help set up the club room.  It was so 
nice to work together with Cris Mangar, Lisa 
Rogers, Nancy Chew, Sheila Druskin, Val 
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